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THE ALLY CHALLENGE PRESENTED BY MCLAREN  
ANNOUNCES 2023 CELEBRITY CHALLENGE DETAILS 

 

The fourth edition of the exhibition contest for charity features golf’s greatest 
champion Jack Nicklaus, along with Detroit Red Wings legendary enforcer Darren 
McCarty, Detroit Lions punter Jack Fox, Women’s Olympic Hockey Gold medalist 

Hilary Knight, Detroit Pistons Forward and former University of Michigan basketball 
standout Isaiah Livers, retired NFL safety and Super Bowl Champion  

Bernard Pollard and former Detroit Tigers pitcher Dave Rozema 
 

FAN FAVORITE CELEBRITY EVENT RETURNS TO SATURDAY OF TOURNAMENT WEEK   
 

 

GRAND BLANC, Mich. – The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren announced today the return of 
one of the tournament’s fan-favorite events, the Celebrity Challenge. For 2023, this marquee 
competition will feature golf’s greatest champion Jack Nicklaus, along with Detroit Red Wings 
legendary enforcer Darren McCarty, Detroit Lions punter Jack Fox, Women’s Olympic Hockey Gold 
medalist Hilary Knight, Detroit Pistons and former University of Michigan basketball standout Isaiah 
Livers, retired NFL safety and Super Bowl Champion Bernard Pollard, and former Detroit Tigers 
pitcher Dave Rozema.  
 

The Celebrity Challenge will take place on Saturday, August 26⎯following the final pairing of round 
two of The Ally Challenge⎯and be contested over a four-hole team scramble, match-play format at 
Warwick Hills Golf & Country Club, playing Hole Nos. 10, 11, 17 and 18.  
 

The teams will compete for a $30,000 purse to benefit two Michigan based charitable 
organizations, My Brother’s Keeper and Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) Flint. Each hole 
carries a dollar value that will be awarded to the winning team’s charity per hole. The team that has 
won the most money for their charity at the end of four holes will be declared the winner of the 
Celebrity Challenge.  
 

CELEBRITY CHALLENGE HOLE VALUE BREAKDOWN 
Hole No. 10 ………………………………. $5,000  
Hole No. 11 ………………………………. $6,500  
Hole No. 17 ………………………………. $8,500 
Hole No. 18 ………………………………. $10,000 
 
 

Total Purse ……………………………… $30,000 
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Ties will result in a carryover of the assigned hole value to the next hole. A tie at the end of four 
holes will result in a sudden-death chip-off on the 18th green. 
 

JACK NICKLAUS 
No name is more synonymous with greatness in the sport of golf than the name Jack Nicklaus, and 
no single person has changed the face of the sport more than Jack Nicklaus – the champion, the 
course designer, the businessman, the philanthropist, and the good-will ambassador. 
 

Nicklaus’ competitive professional career spanned five decades, and his legend has been built with 
120 tournament victories worldwide, including a record 18 major-championship titles (six Masters, 
five PGA Championships, four U.S. Opens, three British Opens). Nicklaus’ legacy transcends his 
championship resumé, due to his global design work, and the commitment from Jack and wife 
Barbara to philanthropy, specifically efforts focused on pediatric care through the Nicklaus 
Children’s Health Care Foundation. Using his platform to benefit others has earned Nicklaus the 
designation as the only sportsperson—and fourth individual in history—to be awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Congressional Gold Medal, and the Lincoln Medal. 
 

This is Jack’s fourth appearance at The Ally Challenge. 
 

DARREN MCCARTY 
McCarty is a former professional ice hockey player who won four Stanley Cup titles (1997, 1998, 
2002 and 2008) with the Detroit Red Wings over 13 seasons with the team. The right-winger is 
known as one of the top enforcers in Red Wings history and was named the 1998 ESPY Award NHL 
Player of the Year. 
 

For his first 11 seasons with Detroit, McCarty was part of the Red Wing’s famous Grind Line with 
center Kris Draper and winger Kirk Maltby, which was often matched up against an opponent’s top 
offensive line.  
 

McCarty officially retired from the NHL in 2009 and turned to broadcasting as a television color 
analyst and guest radio host on 97.1 The Ticket in Detroit. He also made several appearances on 
the truTV reality series Hardcore Pawn. In 2018 he started a weekly podcast, Grind Time with 
Darren McCarty.  
 

McCarty’s latest endeavor puts the Canadian in the wrestling ring where he now occasionally 
appears for professional wrestling company ICW No Holds Barred.  
 

JACK FOX 
Fox is a decorated punter for the NFL’s Detroit Lions. He made his professional debut on September 
13, 2020, and was named NFC Special Teams Player of the month. Fox finished his first season with 
59 punts for an average of 49.1 yards and a net average of 44.8 yards, both Lions records. That 
same season he also became the first Lions punter since 1998 to make the Pro Bowl.  
 

In October of 2022 Fox signed a three-year, $11.325 million contract extension with the Lions, 
making him the highest-paid punter in the league.  
 

The Texas native played college football for Rice University where he handled punting and place-
kicking duties for the Owls. As a senior, Fox was named first-team All-Conference and the 
Conference USA Special Teams Player of the Year, as well as a finalist for the Ray Guy Award, after  
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punting 80 times 3,636 yards (45.5 average) with 23 extra points attempted and making five of 12 
field goal attempts. 
 
Fox grew up in St. Louis and was a multi-sport athlete at Ladue Horton Watkins High School, playing 
baseball and football. During his senior football season he was named first-team All-State as a 
punter and second-team as a placekicker, while also passing for 1,900 yards and 18 touchdowns at 
quarterback. 
 

HILARY KNIGHT 
Knight is arguably the best female hockey player in the world. She is an Olympic Gold medalist, 
three-time Olympic Silver medalist, and eight-time International Hockey Federation (IIHF) World 
Champion. An outspoken advocate for gender equality, she is changing the landscape for women in 
hockey.  
 

Knight holds the record for most goals scored all-time at the IIHF Women’s World Championships 
and most points all-time in the tournament. She also holds the record for most Olympic games ever 
played in U.S. Women’s Hockey history, competing in the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, the 
2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, and the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing.  
 

Knight began playing ice hockey at age five when her family moved to Chicago. Her three younger 
brothers all played hockey and helped her hone her skills growing up. She immediately fell in love 
with the sport and claimed that she was going to play ice hockey in the Olympics.  
 

In 2014, Knight made history as the first female skated (non-goalie) to practice with an NHL team 
after she took the ice with the Anaheim Ducks.  
 

Knight played collegiate hockey for the Wisconsin Badgers and is a recent MBA graduate. She is a 
veteran leader and co-captain on the U.S. Women’s Hockey team and is currently working with her 
peers to build a sustainable women’s hockey league for generations to come. 
 

ISAIAH LIVERS 
Livers is a Michigan native from Kalamazoo. Coming out of Kalamazoo Central High School he was 
named 2017 Mr. Basketball of Michigan and went on to star for the University of Michigan during 
his college career. The power forward was part of the 2017–18 Wolverines team that won the Big 
Ten Conference men's basketball tournament and reached the championship game of the 2018 
NCAA Division I men's basketball tournament.  
 

Livers was selected in the second round of the 2021 NBA draft by his hometown team the Detroit 
Pistons. He has played in 71 games for Detroit where last season he came off the bench to average 
6.7 points and 2.8 rebounds per game while hitting 37% from three-point range and 82% from the 
free throw line. Earlier this month the Pistons exercised Livers’ team option for the 2023-24 season. 
 

BERNARD POLLARD 
Pollard was known for his hard-hitting style on the defensive side of the ball, which earned him 
the nickname The Bone Crusher. He recorded 711 tackles, 10.5 sacks, 12 interceptions, 13 forced 
fumbles, three defensive touchdowns, and numerous game-changing hits during his nine-year 
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NFL career. Pollard received his Super Bowl ring as a member of the Baltimore Ravens in Super 
Bowl XLVII. The Indiana native also played for the Kansas City Chiefs, Houston Texans, and 
Tennessee Titans. Pollard played college football at Purdue University where he was an All-
American for the Boilermakers. 
  

Today, Pollard is a NASCAR and iRacing enthusiast, trainer, coach, photographer and 
videographer. He and his wife, Meghan, have four children and reside in Nashville Tennessee. 
 

DAVE ROZEMA 
Rozema played for the Detroit Tigers from 1977 through 1984, capping off his tenure in the Motor 
City with a World Series title over the San Diego Padres. The Michigan native was an All-City pitcher 
for Grand Rapids Central High School and was selected in the fourth round of the 1975 Major 
League Baseball (MLB) supplemental draft. Rozema signed with the Detroit Tigers on January 21, 
1975. 
 

In his Tigers debut Rozema threw a complete-game, four-hit shutout against the Red Sox, winning 
8-0. He went on to win 14 more games for Detroit in his rookie season, and posted the seventh 
best ERA in the league, 3.09. In 28 starts he totaled 218 innings, completed 16 games and only 
walked 34 batters the entire season. During one stretch, from July 16 to August 19, he won seven 
consecutive games. Rozema was voted American League Rookie Pitcher of the Year and Rookie of 
the Year for the Tigers.  
 

The Ally Challenge will be one of the premier Regular Season events on the PGA TOUR Champions 
in 2023, featuring a $2,200,000 purse and leading to the Charles Schwab Cup Playoffs⎯a season-
ending, three-tournament series used to determine the TOUR’s season-long champion.  
 

All three rounds of The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren will be broadcast on Golf Channel. 
 

For more information about The Ally Challenge, please visit www.theallychallenge.com. For the 
latest Ally Challenge news and updates on social media follow the tournament on Twitter and 
Instagram at @AllyChallenge and on Facebook at Facebook.com/AllyChallenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren 
The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren is an official event on the PGA TOUR Champions owned and operated by Tournaments for 
Charity, a Michigan non-profit corporation. This 54-hole stroke play golf tournament features 78 PGA TOUR Champions professionals 
competing for a $2 million purse at the historic Warwick Hills Golf & Country Club in Grand Blanc, MI. The event is designed to 
showcase the best golf on the PGA TOUR Champions for the enjoyment of spectators and to benefit local charities in the greater Flint 
area. All three official rounds will be internationally televised on the Golf Channel.  
 

For more information about The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren, please visit www.theallychallenge.com. For the latest Ally 
Challenge news and updates on social media, follow the tournament on Twitter and Instagram at @AllyChallenge and on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AllyChallenge. 
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About Ally Financial 
Ally Financial Inc. (NYSE: ALLY) is a financial services company with the nation’s largest all-digital bank and an industry-leading auto 
financing business, driven by a mission to “Do It Right” and be a relentless ally for customers and communities. The company serves 
more than 11 million customers through a full range of online banking services (including deposits, mortgage, point-of-sale personal 
lending, and credit card products) and securities brokerage and investment advisory services. The company also includes a robust 
corporate finance business that offers capital for equity sponsors and middle-market companies, as well as auto financing and 
insurance offerings. For more information, please visit www.ally.com and follow @allyfinancial. 
 

For more information and disclosures about Ally, visit https://www.ally.com/#disclosures.  
 

For further images and news on Ally, please visit http://media.ally.com. 
 
 
About McLaren Health Care 
McLaren Health Care, headquartered in Grand Blanc, Michigan, is a $6 billion, fully integrated health care delivery system committed 
to quality, evidence-based patient care and cost efficiency. The McLaren system includes 13 hospitals in Michigan, ambulatory surgery 
centers, imaging centers, a 490-member employed primary and specialty care physician network, commercial and Medicaid HMOs 
covering more than 690,000 lives in Michigan and Indiana, home health, infusion and hospice providers, pharmacy services, a clinical 
laboratory network, virtual and retail care services and a wholly owned medical malpractice insurance company. McLaren operates 
Michigan’s largest network of cancer centers and providers, anchored by the Karmanos Cancer Institute, one of only 53 National 
Cancer Institute-designated comprehensive cancer centers in the U.S.  McLaren has 22,000 full-, part-time and contracted employees 
and more than 113,000 network providers throughout Michigan and Indiana.  Learn more at www.mclaren.org. 
 
 
About HNS Sports Group 

HNS Sports Group is a Dublin, Ohio-based LLC founded in 2000. The company offers over 125-plus years of collective experience and is 
committed to providing professional, efficient and effective client representation in the categories of sponsorship consultation, event 
management, hospitality management, sales representation and tournament operations within the golf market. To learn more about 
HNS Sports Group, visit www.hnssports.com. 
 
 
Media Contact 
Thomas P. Sprouse  
Director of Communications,  
The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren  
E-Mail: tsprouse@hnssports.com  
Office: 614-889-6791  
Mobile: 614-519-1873 

 
 

# # #  

http://www.ally.com/
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3681740-1&h=1622802302&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D3547059-1%26h%3D950546449%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.ally.com%252F%2523disclosures%26a%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.ally.com%252F%2523disclosures&a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ally.com%2F%23disclosures
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3681740-1&h=3261569100&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D3547059-1%26h%3D4011898656%26u%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fmedia.ally.com%252F%26a%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fmedia.ally.com&a=http%3A%2F%2Fmedia.ally.com
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mclaren.org&esheet=51567429&newsitemid=20170531005963&lan=en-US&anchor=www.mclaren.org&index=2&md5=d39e7ac571fe484575e19533ec4c301c
http://www.hnssports.com/
mailto:tsprouse@hnssports.com

